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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Advent Services – will be held at 5:30 pm, and the live feed will be available also. This advent 
season, we will be focused on the women of the Old Testament who prepared the way of the 
Lord. 

Dec 8 – Tamar “Deception in the Line”        Dec 15 – Ruth “Grandmother of a King”  

Christmas – Christmas service will be our Sunday Service on December 26. It will be a song service, 
so email or text your favorite hymns to the pastor. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study – 9 to 10 am. Please feel free to come and go as you would like. 
There is no reading, and you may feel free to come and go as you need. Please let either Gene or 
Pastor know if there are any subjects you would like to consider—books of the Bible or Topic 
related Bible Studies. Currently, we are focusing on 1 and 2 Peter. 

Adult Instruction – Sundays at 6pm, we are having a Bible Information Class at Gene Baldwin’s 
home; anyone is welcome to join us. However, we are limiting the size of the class to no more 
than nine. You are also welcome to join in via zoom. Please let me know if you would like to join. 
Meeting ID – 850 328 6057 Passcode: BIC2021 

Church Registry – Mavis Vandelicht has offered to update and organize a directory for the church. 
Please send her your address, phone numbers, birthdays, anniversaries, where you were 
baptized, and confirmed to her email - mavchasvan@gmail.com  

Council Meeting – Our next meeting is scheduled for January 7 at the pastor’s house.  

Wednesday Bible Study – will continue after the New Year, January 5, 2022. Please take the 
time to continue to read Numbers. Our focus will be Numbers 15 – 20. We will have zoom 
available as well.  

Pastor: Roger Emmons Address: 945 SW Glacier Ave 
Email: Roger.Emmons@graceredmond.com Redmond, OR 97756 
Web Site: www.graceredmond.com Mailing Address: P.O Box 2396 
Church Phone:  541-844-7100  Redmond, OR 97756 
Cell Phone: 541-699-7643 

 

 

 

Preparing the Way  

 

 
	

WELCOME, GUESTS!!!  We are so glad you came! If you have any questions or would like more 
information about our church, any member of Grace would be happy to speak with you.  
Please take the time to fill out a guest register in the church’s entrance. Restrooms are located 
to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Congregational responses are indicated by an indent and 
bolden letters.  

John the Baptizer marks fulfillment of yet another promise of the Lord, and signals that the Lord’s 
salvation is at hand. “The messenger” proclaims impending fulfillment and commands preparation 
for the arrival of the greater “messenger of the covenant.” The judgment is coming; prepare the 
way for the Lord’s salvation.  

Advent Season –With Advent, the colors turn to purple for the royalty, representing the hope and 
anticipation of our King who comes through the manger. Jesus came to accomplish our 
redemption. He comes today in the means of grace to distribute that redemption. He will come 
again on the last day in our resurrection. The candle lighting focuses our attention on Jesus, our 
brother, and the light of the world.  

The wreath is in a circular garland to represent life in eternity. Each of the four candles represents 
a thousand years from the promise to the fulfillment of the prophecy. The lighting of the first 
candle is the “Prophecy Candle,” remembering the prophets who foretold of Christ’s coming. The 
second candle is the “Bethlehem Candle,” representing the love of Christ to come to the manger. 
The third candle is the “Shepherds Candle” this is the pink candle reminding us of the shepherd’s 
joy. The fourth candle is the “Angels Candle,” embodying the peace of the message brought by 
the angels. The center candle is the “Christ Candle” it is the center candle and depicts the life of 
Christ and the purity he has brought into the world. We remember Isaiah’s words, “though our 
sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow.” 
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OPENING HYMN:  #294 
BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HOLY  

 
The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 

And also with you.  
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What We believe: 

1) That the Bible is word for word the inspired, inerrant, only source of absolute truth;  
2) That Father Son and Holy Ghost form the triune God, is the only true God; 
3) That all human beings are born dead in sin deserving eternal condemnation; 
4) That Jesus Christ is true God conceived in Mary’s womb by the Holy Ghost adding a 

human nature to His divine nature;  
5) That only through His perfect work of redemption which includes His perfect life and 

innocent death are all sins for all people forgiven and given credit for His perfect life; 
6) That only those whom the Holy Ghost through Word and Baptism blesses with faith in 

Jesus’ redemptive work receive the benefit of it; 
7) That the day is drawing near when Jesus will return to take all believers to heaven, 

condemn all unbelievers to eternal torment and destroy this present world. 
 
 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All 

rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. 
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CLOSING PRAYER  
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

   

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

   
**Please Be Seated** 

CLOSING HYMN: #80 
ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of 
us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful 
nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal 
death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us 
with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control 
us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new 
person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

THE BAPTISM OF SATARRA LORRAINE VANNORSDALL 
In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought this child 
to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that God grants the new life of 
forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of 
life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who 
believe. 
Satarra receive the sign of the cross on the head and the heart (†) to mark you as a redeemed 
child of Christ.  
Satarra Lorraine VanNorsdall, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your baptism, you 
are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God strengthen you to live in 
your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

**Please Stand** 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ: Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are 
baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in 
whatever manner possible so that Satarra may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing 
to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

Yes, as God gives me strength. 

Let us pray: Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you 
offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as the 
robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with special favor on Satarra 
and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may grow in faith and godly living. Make us 
willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may 
finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD  Gloria in Excelsis 
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**Please Be Seated** 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION – Please come forward at the direction of our usher. We do practice close communion; we ask if you 
are not a member of the ELS or WELS to please talk to Pastor Emmons prior to communing. Thank you for 
respecting our practices.  

**Please Stand** 

SONG OF SIMEON 

 

 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good.     
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (†) body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.                 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei 
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The Lord be with you.  

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

  

FIRST LESSON:  MALACHI 3: 1 – 4 
The Lord promises a herald to proclaim his coming. Let hearts be prepared; the Desire of Nations 
is about to come to his temple with judgment and the refiner’s fire. Though no one can stand 
before his righteousness, yet there is righteousness for the purified and acceptance for those who 
heed the messenger’s call for preparation. 
Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord, 
whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you 
delight, will surely come, says the Lord of Armies. 
But who can endure the day when he comes? Who will remain standing when he appears? For 
he will be like a refiner’s fire, like launderers bleach! He will be seated like a refiner and a purifier 
of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and like silver. They will belong 
to the Lord and bring him an offering in righteousness. Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be 
pleasing to the Lord as they were in the days of old, in years long ago. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 24 

 
Refrain 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 
the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 
and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 
Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 
he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

Refrain 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Refrain 

SECOND LESSON PHILIPPIANS 1: 3 – 11 

In spite of fierce opposition to the both message and messenger, Paul expresses joy and complete 
confidence in the power of the Word. For the gospel in Word and sacrament comes to us to fill in 
the valleys of our depression with the fruit of his righteousness, leveling the mountains of our 
disobedience with the insight of his law, making a highway for our God straight to our hearts. Thus 
is prepared a clear, level and straight path from grace to glory when he comes again.  
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**Please Stand** 

THE SACRAMENT 

The Lord be with you.       

Lift up your hearts.        

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ADVENT 
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries, you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 
works of the devil.  
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to 
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.  
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming 
again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
Silent prayer. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

**Please Be Seated** 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #309 
DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 
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I thank my God every time I remember you. Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray with 
joy, because of your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now. I am convinced of this 
very thing: that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus. I am equally convinced that it is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because I have you in my heart, for both in my chains and in my defense and confirmation of 
the gospel, you all share in this grace with me. Yes, God is my witness of how I long for all of you 
with the affection of Christ Jesus.  And I pray that your love may still increase more and more in 
knowledge and every insight.  This will result in your approval of the things that really matter, 
so that you will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

SECOND CANDLE - We light the second advent candle, the “Bethlehem Candle.” This candle is also known as the 
Love candle symbolizing the love demonstrated by his mother, who was the instrument God used to bring his Son 
into the world, and the love of his adopted father Joseph who took on the role of his earthly father. The love that 
Christ displayed giving up heaven for a manger. Luke recorded the angel’s words, “And this will be a sign for you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a world of 
sin and death. 

We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the 
way of the Lord. 
We hear his call to repent. 

We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. (Two Advent candles are lit) 

**Please Stand** 

GOSPEL LUKE 3: 1 – 6  
“When the time had fully come,” the great forerunner, the promised messenger of preparation, 
John the Baptizer appeared. As Malachi predicted and as Paul encouraged, John was a faithful 
preacher of repentance by which the people of God were truly prepared in head and heart.  

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene— during the high priesthood of Annas and 
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Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went into 
the whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. Just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: A voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight. Every valley will be filled, 
and every mountain and hill will be made low. The crooked will become straight, and the rough 
ways smooth. And everyone will see the salvation of God.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

**Please Be Seated** 

HYMN OF THE DAY: #16 
ON JORDAN’S BANKS THE BAPTIST’S CRY 
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SERMON: Grace Came First  
SERMON TEXT  LUKE 3:1-6 

**Please Stand** 

CREATE IN ME 

 

 
OFFERING – The offering plate will be passed at this time. For our guests and visitors, this service is our gift to you, 
please do not feel obligated to have to give, the collection plate is for our members to take care of our church 
expenses. 


