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Our Priest Brings Joy 

 

 
	

WELCOME, GUESTS!!!  We are so glad you came! If you have any questions or would like more 
information about our church, any member of Grace would be happy to speak with you.  
Please take the time to fill out a guest register in the church’s entrance. Restrooms are located 
to the left as you exit the sanctuary. Congregational responses are indicated by an indent and 
bolden letters.  

ORDER OF SERVICE: EVENING PRAYER (SERVICE OF THE LIGHT) – CW PG. 54 
**CANDLES ARE LIGHTED DURING THIS OPENING HYMN** 

ADVENT SEASON –With Advent, the colors turn to purple for the royalty, representing the hope and 
anticipation of our King who comes through the manger. Jesus came to accomplish our 
redemption. He comes today in the means of grace to distribute that redemption. He will come 
again on the last day in our resurrection. The candle lighting focuses our attention on Jesus, our 
brother, and the light of the world.  

The wreath is in a circular garland to represent life in eternity. Each of the four candles represents 
a thousand years from the promise to the fulfillment of the prophecy. The lighting of the first 
candle is the “Prophecy Candle,” remembering the prophets who foretold of Christ’s coming. The 
second candle is the “Bethlehem Candle,” representing the love of Christ to come to the manger. 
The third candle is the “Shepherds Candle” this is the pink candle reminding us of the shepherd’s 
joy. The fourth candle is the “Angels Candle,” embodying the peace of the message brought by 
the angels. The center candle is the “Christ Candle” it is the center candle and depicts the life of 
Christ and the purity he has brought into the world. We remember Isaiah’s words, “though our 
sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow.” 
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OPENING HYMN: #1 
THE ADVENT OF OUR KING         **Please Stand during Final Verse** 
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Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank you for providing 
all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. 
Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of 
thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
**Please be Seated** 

EVENING PSALM: PSALM 141 

 

Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing 
your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  

Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your Word. Cleanse our minds 
and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 4: 1 - 15 

The man was intimate with Eve, his wife. She conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, “I have 
gotten a man with the Lord.”  She also gave birth to Cain’s brother Abel. Abel tended sheep, but 
Cain worked the ground.  As time passed, one day Cain brought an offering to the Lord from the 
fruit of the soil. Abel also brought some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. 
The Lord looked favorably on Abel and his offering, but he did not look favorably on Cain and 
his offering.  

Cain was very angry, and his face showed it. The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why 
do you have that angry look on your face? If you do good, will you not be lifted up? If you do 
not do good, sin is crouching at the door. It has a strong desire for you, but you must rule over 
it.” Cain said to Abel, his brother, “Let’s go into the field.” When they were in the field, Cain 
attacked Abel, his brother, and killed him.  

The Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?” He said, “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” The Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me 
from the soil. Now you are cursed and sent away from the soil which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand.  When you work the soil, it will no longer give its 
strength to you. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My 
punishment is too great for me to bear. Look, today you have driven me away from the soil. I 
will be hidden from your face, and I will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth. And whoever 
finds me will kill me.”  The Lord said to him, “No! If anyone kills Cain, he will face sevenfold 
revenge.” And the Lord appointed a sign for Cain, so that anyone who found him would not 
strike him down. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  PSALM 96 

 
Refrain 

Sing to the LORD, praise his name;* 
proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Declare his glory among the nations,* 
his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness;* 
tremble before him, all the earth. 

Refrain 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;* 
let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them.* 
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 

for he comes to judge the world in righteousness* 
and the peoples in his truth. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON LUKE 2: 1 – 11 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing Syria. And everyone 
went to register, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town 
of Nazareth, into Judea, to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from 
the house and family line of David. He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who was 
pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.  

And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the 
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fields, keeping watch over their flock at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people: Today 
in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 

The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

HYMN OF THE EVENING: #25 
THE KINGS SHALL COME 

 

 

SERMON: Finding Joy through Cain 
SERMON TEXT  GENESIS 4: 1 – 15 
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SONG OF MARY  Magnificat 
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OFFERING – The offering plate will be passed at this time. For our guests and visitors, this service is our gift to you, 
please do not feel obligated to have to give, the collection plate is for our members to take care of our church 
expenses. 

EVENING RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord: 

  
For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for 
the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

  
For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for 
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

  
For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health 
to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 
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For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

  
In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. 
Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

  
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God and the fellowship of the Holly Spirit be with 
you all. 
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HYMN OF THE EVENING: #3 
LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YOU MIGHTY GATES 
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What We believe: 

§ Every word of the Bible is inspired, inerrant, and the only source of absolute truth.  
§ The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit form the triune God and is the only true God. 
§ All humans are born dead in sin and deserve eternal condemnation. 
§ Jesus Christ is the true God; he was conceived in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit, adding a 

human nature to His divine nature. 
§ Only through His perfect work of redemption, which includes His perfect life, and innocent 

death, are all sins for all people forgiven and given credit for His perfect life. 
§ Only those whom the Holy Spirit, through Word and Baptism, blesses with faith in Jesus’ 

redemptive work receive the benefit of it. 
§ The day is drawing near when Jesus will return to take all believers to heaven, condemn all 

unbelievers to eternal torment and destroy this present world. 
 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All 

rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 
Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
 All rights Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Advents Services – Our midweek services will begin this week with our Thanksgiving Eve Service 
at 7pm. Our 7 pm advent services will be focused on the sons who prepared the way for our 
Savior-Cain, Rehoboam, and Josiah. There will be cookies and coffee following services. 

Christmas Service Schedule – We will have our Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm. Our Christmas 
day service will be 10:30 am with no Bible study or Sunday School on Christmas day. 

Council Meeting – Our next council meeting is scheduled for 6 pm Friday, December 9, at the 
pastor’s home. If members of the congregation have any concerns, don’t hesitate to get in touch 
with a member of the council: Mitch Brayton (president), Mike Hansen (vice-president), Charlie 
Vandelicht (secretary), Greg Port (treasurer), Gene Baldwin (elder). 

 
 
Pastor:  Roger Emmons Address: 945 SW Glacier Ave 
Email:  Roger.Emmons@graceredmond.com Redmond, OR 97756 
Web Site: https://graceredmond.com Mailing Address: P.O Box 2396 
Church Phone:  541-844-7100  Redmond, OR 97756 
Cell Phone: 541-699-7643 


