A Right Relationship with
Worldly Blessings

October 12, A. Eighteenth Sunday

2025 after Pentecost

WELCOME, GUESTS! We're delighted that you could join us. If you have any questions or would
like more information about our church, any member of Grace would be happy to speak with
you. This folder contains all the information about our services, and the congregational
responses are indicated by indented and bolded letters. Please also take a moment to fill out
the guest register at the church’s entrance; this is used only by the pastor and elder. Restrooms
are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. May the Lord bless this service as Christ comes
to you!

THEME FOR TODAY’S READINGS — The believer has a right relationship with worldly wealth. Faithful
service to the Master is marked by faithful use of the Master’s possessions.

IMORNING PRAYER - Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle.
Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

ORDER FOR TODAY’S SERVICE: SERVICE OF THE WORD — CW, p.38
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OPENING HYMN: #341

CROWN Him wiTH MANY CROWNS **P|EASE STAND FOR THE LAST VERSE**
N # ,
[ #0 K n T I | I f ]
B\SV : % Z i } I J J i F’ f ! i i " Iti
Q) [ 4 [ 4 @ I I L4
I Crown him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on his
2 Crown him the Lord of love— Be - hold his hands and
3 Crown him the Lord of life, Who  tri-umphed o’er the
4 Crown him the Lord of heav’n, En - throned in worlds a -
n# . . .
P — e~
LGRS P — 2 i ]
throne; Hark how the heav’'n - ly an - them drowns All
side, Rich wounds, yet vis - i - ble a - bove, In
grave And rose vic - to - rious in the  strife For
bove; Crown him the King to whom is giv'n  The
N # ; , .
—— e e
R\S; I } 1:' r —= i I —]
mu - sic  but its  own. A - wake, my soul, and
beau - ty glo - ri - fied. No an - gel in the
those he came to  save. His glo - ries now we
won - drous name of Love. Crown him with man - y
N4
[y #1 | | ! I I o
a T 1 ;- ' ' F!- F F H
I\;)\I } I | } ?' & =I 1 [ ! | | EI
sing of him who died for thee, And hail him
sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But down - ward
sing Who died and rose on high, Who died e -
crowns As thrones be - fore him fall; Crown him, ye
N # , .
[y # | I I n Il I I 1 I il |
a1 i
[AN\SVJ | | v P d | v i & o i |
o | o . o o
as thy match-less King Through all e - ter - ni - ty.
bends his won-d’ring eye At mys - ter - ies so bright.
ter - nal life to bring And lives that death may die.

kings, with man - y crowns For he is King of all
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, st. 1-2, 4, abr., alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3.
Tune: DIADEMATA (SM D) George J. Elvey, 1816-93.
INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord (T) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
And also, with you.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways, | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior,
| pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (T) and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us to order
our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
FIRST LESSON: Amos 8:4 -7

The poor and needy are neglected and trampled by those itching to make money on their
misfortune. The Lord does not condemn those who follow wise business practices to honestly
make the most of their situation. Rather, he condemns dishonesty in business dealings,
specifically as a sign of the self-serving, luxury loving attitude that rules the heart of the greedy.

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy to wipe out the oppressed from the land, who
say, “When will the New Moon be over so that we can sell grain? When will the Sabbath end
so that we can open the grain bins? Then we will make the bushel smaller and make the shekel
weight heavier. We will cheat with dishonest scales. We will buy the poor for silver and the
needy for a pair of sandals. We will sell the chaff with the grain.”

The Lord swears by the Pride of Jacob, “I will never forget any of their deeds!”

PsALM OF THE DAY: PsALm 38
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Refrain

O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger*
or discipline me in your wrath.
For your arrows have pierced me,*
and your hand has come down upon me.
My guilt has overwhelmed me*

like a burden too heavy to bear.
Refrain
All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;*
my sighing is not hidden from you.
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| wait for you, O LORD;*
you will answer, O Lord my God.
Come quickly to help me,*
O Lord my Savior.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

VERSE OF THE DAY:
Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Alleluia. (2
Corinthians 12:9a)
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**please Stand**

GOSPEL LUuKE16:1-13
The Parable of the Shrewd Manager has caused some consternation among New Testament
believers. Do not miss the point. This is a “fish or cut bait” lesson being taught by the Great
Teacher. Love for money or love for God are the options. Those who love the Lord and faithfully
use his possessions for kingdom work will be trusted with the eternal treasure of heaven.

Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who was accused
of wasting his possessions. The rich man called him in and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear
about you? Give an account of your management, because you can no longer be manager.’

“The manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, since my master is taking away the
management position from me? | am not strong enough to dig. | am ashamed to beg. | know
what | will do, so that when | am removed from my position as manager, people will receive
me into their houses.’
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“He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?’ He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and write three hundred.’ Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ And he
said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred

and eighty.’

“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the
children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the children
of the light are. | tell you, make friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that
when it runs out, they will welcome you into the eternal dwellings. The person who is faithful
with very little is also faithful with much. And the person who is unrighteous with very little is
also unrighteous with much. So if you have not been faithful with unrighteous mammon, who
will entrust you with what is really valuable? If you have not been faithful with what belongs
to someone else, who will give you something to be your own? No servant can serve two
masters. Indeed, either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY:
WHAT Is THE WORLD TO ME
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Text: Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT (67 67 66 66) Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701, alt.

**please Stand**
EPISTLE LESSON 1 TIMOTHY 6:6 — 16
Here is managerial balance for the life of faith: godliness with contentment. Love of money leads
to a wandering from the faith and eternal destruction. Love for Christ results in fighting “the
good fight” in this world in the sure hope of serving the King of Kings and Lord of Lords now and
into eternity.
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we
certainly cannot take anything out. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
satisfied.
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and harmful
desires, which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. For the love of money is
a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some have wandered away from the faith
and have pierced themselves with many pains.
But you, O man of God, flee from these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
perseverance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of eternal life, to which
you were called and about which you made your good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. | charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who made a good confession as a witness before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this command
without spot and without fault, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will
make known at the proper time—the blessed and only ruler, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, who alone has immortality, who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen
or is able to see. To him be honor and power forever! Amen.
SERMON TEXT 1 TIMOTHY 6:6 — 16
SERMON: BEING CONTENT IN EVERY SITUATION
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
**Pplease Be Seated**
OFFERING — Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 9: 7: “Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly

or under pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver.” This service is our gift to our guests; should you feel obliged to
give, we thank you for your generosity.

PRAYER FOR THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your holy
Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in
faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our
congregation and in our synod.

Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses
in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting
eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us
to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you.

Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love to our family
members and neighbors.

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament, bestow on us the wisdom and power we
need to clearly witness and to act boldly to those who live in Redmond and her surrounding
cities. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct
ourselves with gentleness and respect.

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who
does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where
we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work.
By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they
serve us and others.
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Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.

praise forever.

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

RESPONSORY HYMN

BEFORE YOU, GOD THE JUDGE OF ALL

N

Special Prayers and Intercessions

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and
others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546.

**please Stand**
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CLOSING PRAYER
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong
in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

C: A - men.
THE BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (T) give you peace.
) ﬁ T n } T T ; T i |
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men.
**please Be Seated**
CLOSING HYMN: #329
Lorp, Dismiss Us WITH YOUR BLESSING
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ev - er faith-ful To your truth may  we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with Christ in end - less day.
Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: NEW ULM (87 87 87) Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863—-1924.
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WHAT WE BELIEVE:
= Every word of the Bible is inspired, inerrant, and the only source of absolute truth.
= The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit form the triune God and is the only true God.

= While all humans are born dead in sin and deserve eternal condemnation, the day is
approaching when Jesus will return to take all believers to heaven, while unbelievers will remain
condemned to eternal torment. This world will come to an end, but faith ensures that all who
believe will be in heaven for eternity.

= Jesus Christ is the true God; He was conceived in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit, adding His
human nature to His divine nature.

= Because Christ has died for us, only through His perfect work of redemption, which includes
His perfect life and innocent death, all people’s sins are forgiven, and this forgiveness is
delivered by faith in Christ.

®* Through Word and sacrament—baptism and the Lord’s Supper—we are blessed with faith
and trust in Jesus’ redemptive work, and we receive the assurance of God’s forgiveness.

= By faith alone, God’s grace is delivered to us, and we trust in Christ alone, as spoken to us by
God’s inerrant Scripture alone.

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV") copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project.
All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org

Refrain Tune: Patricia Craig. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Psalm Tone: Paul Bunjes. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern
Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday Morning Bible Study: We will resume on October 19, focusing on the book of Luke,
specifically chapter 16. Please join us at 9:00 a.m.. We hope you find this Bible study enlightening!
Feel free to bring your questions; you can come and go as needed; reading is optional, and questions
are always welcome.

Midweek Bible Study: We will resume our midweek Bible study this Tuesday, October 7. Please
consider joining us at 6:00 p.m. at Gary and Lani Carroll’s house, 3211 SW Umatilla Rd, Redmond, to
study the book of Nahum. You can also join via Zoom. The Zoom link is provided; or, you can email
Pastor Emmons to request it.

Zoom Meeting ID: 850 328 6057 Password: GraceOT

Consolidated Reformation Service: Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Grants Pass, OR, will host a
joint service at 1 p.m. on October 25, 2025. Everyone is invited to join this celebration. Please
contact Pastor Emmons to RSVP by October 12 regarding your attendance plans, as Grants Pass
is planning a meal following the service.

LMSG: Lutheran Military Support Group, we have a fundraiser scheduled for the first three
weeks of November. Please consider supporting them. They are holding their annual retreat
from October 16 to 19 at Camp Shiloh, Texas. If you know anyone dealing with PTSD, combat
trauma, training trauma, or moral injury, please guide and encourage them to attend this year’s
retreat. Contact Pastor Emmons if you need assistance to attend.

Thanksgiving Dinner: We will hold our Thanksgiving dinner after the service on November 23.
Please think about what you would like to bring for the meal and watch for the sign-up sheet.
Also, consider inviting a friend to join us for that service and dinner. During that meal, we will
collect a freewill offering for the seminarians.

Thanksgiving Eve Service: We will kick off our Advent season on Wednesday, November 26,
with our Thanksgiving Eve Service. The service will begin at 5:30 p.m. Additionally, please note
that while the Thanksgiving Eve service is on Wednesday, the Advent services will be held on
Tuesday.

Pastor: Roger Emmons Address: 945 SW Glacier Ave
Email: Roger.emmons@graceredmond.com Redmond, OR 97756
Web Site: https://graceredmond.com Mailing Address: PO Box 2396
Church Phone: 541-844-7100 Redmond, OR 97756
Cell Phone: 541-699-7643
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